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ABOUT OUR DIOCESE

The Archdiocese of St. Louis is 178 parishes encompassing the City of St. Louis and
10 surrounding counties — a large and diverse territory: urban, suburban and rural.

Our local church has been declining for several decades as older Catholics die and
there are insufficient number of young Catholics to take their place.

This is best exemplified by the significant decline in the number of births and baptisms
in our diocese.

As our Catholic population has moved from the city to the near suburbs and from the
near suburbs to the farther out suburbs, this has resulted in too few priests in large
parishes and too many priests in small parishes.

Our diocesan priests are aging and number of priests to serve our Catholic population
is declining.

Over the past decade, Mass attendance has been on a steady decline. The long-term
implications of COVID are unknown, but the rebound in Mass attendance from 2020 to
2021 still leaves us 25% below pre-COVID levels.
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OUR CATHOLIC POPULATION CONTINUES TO DECLINE

* In 2021, the number of Catholics
in the Archdiocese of St. Louis
dipped below 500,000 for first time

since the 1960s. Number of Catholics - Archdiocese of St. Louis
540,000
530,000
* We have more baptisms than 520,000
funerals and we have nearly 1,000 |
enter the church each year. Our 490,000 S
numbers should be growing by 480,000 :
2,000 per year 170:000
’ p y ) 460,000

« As many as 5,000 Catholics are
“leaving” the Church — OR — not
re-engaging in the Church after
high school or college.
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OUR CATHOLIC POPULATION IS AGING
RESULTING IN FEWER YOUNG PEOPLE

The Landscape in the The Landscape in the
United States Archdiocese of St. Louis

* |n the last decade, the Our baptism and marriage trends
percentage of the adult reflect the national landscape, as
population claiming no religious they are half of what they were 20
affiliation (the “nones”) grew years ago.
from 17% to 26%. T ——

« In the last decade, the s v
percentage of the millennial o \\__\ saptsms
population claiming no religious s000 i —
affiliation grew from 27% to e [ —_—
40%. o — _
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WEEKLY SUNDAY MASS ATTENDANCE CONTINUES TO DECLINE

e Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic’ Archdiocese of St. Louis - October Mass Attendance
Mass attendance was declining mee
between 0.5% to 1% per year. ey o
25.0% %
% 20.0%

20.0%

* Mass attendance hit a record low in
October 2020 which is attributed to the o

COVID-19 pandemic. o 1%
5.0%
* While Mass attendance in OCtOber o 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 2020 2021
2021 showed a significant increase
from 2020 |t was Stl” 25% |Ower than Number of Catholics and Weekend Mass Attendance

600,000

Mass attendance in October 2019.

500,000
Number of Catholics

* In 2019, only 33% of our pews were 400800
occupied during the typical weekend 300000
Mass. By 2021, only 25% of our pews 200,000
were occupied during the typical {5500 Numberof Weekend Worshipers N\ _—~

weekend Mass.

0
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FEWER BAPTISMS HAVE RESULTED IN
FEWER CHILDREN IN CATHOLIC SCHOOLS AND PSR

* Though we educate a higher
percentage of children in our Catholic
schools than nearly any other diocese
(37%), enrollment continues to decline.

Catholic Elementary School and PSR Enrollment

* During the last decade, PSR Archdiocese of St. Louis
enrollment has declined faster than o0
day school enroliment.

40,000

Catholic
Elementary School
Enroliment

35,000

30,000

* Our current model of Catholic 25,000
elementary schools cannot continue. 20000 \’
15,000 Elementary PSR Enroliment
* Only 40-50% of our elementary school it
children live in the boundaries of their 5,000

parish school.

2000 2004 2008 2012 2016 2020

» The cost to educate our students
continues to outpace tuition increases.

» Parish investment in our schools
continues to absorb an increasing
percentage of parish funds available to
support other parish ministries.
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OUR PRIESTS ARE AGING

° 35% Of our d|ocesan pnests (74 Age Distribution ofAcTcive Diocesan Pri_ests in Parishes *
iests) serving in parishes are 65 70 Frehdocsse ofst to
pries
years of age or older. @
50
« These 74 priests could retire in the °
next 10 years. ? I
20
10
» Though priests’ retirement age is 75, . . l
the average age of retirement for our ‘lodd  MStosh  SSto6d  eStera >
diocesan prieStS haS been 71 - Archdiocese of St. Louis - Diocesan Priests and Parishes
600
+ By 2026, we will have fewer diocesan 500
priests to serve in parishes than the 400 N RS
number of parishes we have. . .
. . . 200 \M::u..,,....:: ..........
» Our largest parishes will still need to be oo _Active Diocesan Parishes "*eresesssces
Served by 2_3 pI’IeStS i Priests in Parishes *
1990 1995 2000 2005 2010 2015 2020 2025 2030 2035 2040

* Excluding retired priests resident in parishes
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OUR FINITE RESOURCES NEED TO BE REALIGNED
TO ENABLE VIBRANT MINISTRY

Smaller parishes tend to have fewer financial resources. Collaboration

strategies among parishes are necessary for evangelization
80
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400 to 800 800 to 1200 1200 to 1800 > 1800

#t of Parishes

o

Size of parish - Number of registered households

Number of Priests #

Ratio of Parishioners to Priests

* Includes diocesan and religious order priests
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